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New Orleans, LA  ·  Baltimore, MD  ·  Houston, TX  ·  Dallas, TX ·  Fort Worth, TX
San José, Costa Rica  ·  Caldera, Costa Rica  ·  Puerto Limon, Costa Rica

Full service.  
Total satisfaction.

Trucking
Large-Scale Warehousing
Transloading Services
Freight Consolidation
Packaging 
Break-Bulk Handling 
Logistical Consulting

TCI BALTIMORE SPECIALIZES IN >

www.tcitrucking.com

Transportation Consultants, Inc. is a full service logistics provider specializing in container yard services, 
warehousing, intermodal transportation and international logistics consulting. Our commitment to  
technological advancement helps us provide you with the most professional logistical advice in the  
industry, while reducing per-diem and demurrage charges, observing last free days, and making your 
important shipping / rail cut-offs. With seven locations in the U.S. and Costa Rica, we can facilitate all of 
your national or international transportation needs through a network of 4000 vans, reefers, flatbeds and 
special equipment. When you partner with TCI, you can rest assured that your cargo is in good hands.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

(410) 342-6550
3701 Duncanwood Lane, Suite B

Baltimore, MD 21213



What we can’t 
handle, can’t 
be shipped.

What we can’t 
handle, can’t 
be shipped.

NSCSA (America) Inc., General Agent • 400 E. Pratt St., Suite 400,
Baltimore, MD 21202 • (410) 625-7000 • (800) 732-0204 • Fax: (410) 625-7050

New Jersey Office: (800) 362-7452 • (732) 562-8989 • Fax: (732) 562-0909

NSCSA can 
handle all your cargo needs 

to the Middle East and the Indian 
Sub-Continent.  With multifaceted options – from 

Containers to Ro-Ro and Break-Bulk-our state of the art 
vessels can carry every type of freight, no matter what the size 

or shape.  Load on our competitive transit times, excellent intermodal 
links and impeccable customer service and it’s easy to see why we’re 

the most accommodating carrier in the business.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  S H I P P I N G  C O M PA N Y  O F  S A U D I  A R A B I A

You name it – 
Ro-Ro, container, project, heavy 
machinery, timber, even boats – 

NSCSA ships it.

www.nscsaamerica.com
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THE BELT’S CORPORATION � 949 Fell Street � Baltimore, Maryland 21231
410-342-1111 � fax 410-675-2399 � www.beltslogistics.com

Introducing 1021 Swan Creek Drive
By The Belt’s Corporation, Baltimore’s Warehousing and Logistics Leader

FAST FACTS: 1021 Swan Creek Drive

» Strategically located between the
 Port of Baltimore and BWI Airport 

» Easy access to the BRAC
 expansion at Fort Meade

» 154,400 sq. ft. cross-docked building

» Minimum ceiling height of 32 feet

» 28 loading doors and 2 drive-in doors,
 all with mechanical dock levelers

» Space available from 38,000
 square feet and larger

» Build-outs to suit your needs

AN EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR A PREMIER DISTRIBUTION FACILITY  

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT SCOTT HUNSICKER
410-342-1111 or shunsicker@beltslogistics.com

Warehousing � Logistics � Inventory Management � Packaging & Assembly � Transportation

When the path from producer 
to consumer has to be fast, 
count on Belt’s, your integrated 
logistics partner.

The new Belt’s Swan Creek facility

is strategically located between 

the Port of Baltimore and BWI 

Airport, and is available for lease and 

occupancy in November 2007. Your 

space can be built out to fi t your 

needs for self-managed operations, 

or Belt’s can provide full-service 

managed distribution services.

DUNDALK 
MARINE 

TERMINAL

BWI
AIRPORT

1021 SWAN 
CREEK DRIVE

SwanCreekAd_03.indd   1 10/2/07   5:32:01 PM



Embracing TWIC Program Ensures Secure Ports

executive View
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ere at the Port of Baltimore, and around the 
world, ports have increased their security, some 
out of a sense of duty to the health and well- 

being of the people most impacted and some because of 
international maritime regulations. 
	 In the past, security revolved primarily around illegal 
aliens and contraband being smuggled in. Today, as we 
all know, it’s about possible disruption to our nation by dev-
astation through weapons of mass destruction or biological 
agents. Then there is the other kind of disruption — the 
slowdown or halt to maritime commerce.

	 If enough ports were simultaneously put in a state of 
disorder, it would wreak economic havoc — first here, then 
throughout the nation and the globe. In order to prevent 
this scenario as best we can, we must have a balanced, 
well-reasoned and consistent approach to issues and 
responses. 
	 Since 2002, our Port has significantly invested in im-
provements and additions to security systems. In late fall 
2007, another security enhancement came into play — the 
Transportation Workers Identification Credential card, better 
know as TWIC.
	 The Department of Homeland Security has designated 
147 of the 361 ports in the country as maritime facilities 
needing to have permanent TWIC readers. The remaining 
214 ports will require TWIC cards for personnel entering a 
port, but will not have stationary readers. 

	 As of early January, more than 44 ports began the process 
of credentialing port workers as well as any other individuals 
or companies that need access to port properties. It’s 
anticipated by late fall 2008, close to one million people 
will have been processed for the TWIC program. At the end 
of the first week in January, 9,000 port workers had been 
processed nationally. 
	 In December 2007, Congress approved a port security 
grant program that included $8.1 million to the Transpor-
tation Security Administration’s biometric card reader pilot 
program. This pilot program will test the efficacy of the new 

TWIC reader technology.
	 According to Lockheed-Martin, the company overseeing 
the program, between 20,000 and 25,000 people interact-
ing with the Port of Baltimore will have received the neces-
sary background check to ensure the safety of our Port. 
	 This program has had its detractors and controversy, 
but in the end, this additional layer of security for America’s 
ports will no doubt be recognized as a necessity that will 
ensure that our ports remain free and open for business.  •

James J. White
Executive Director

H   
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The happenings in and around the Port > > > > > > > > >
AWARD
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .  — . — . —. 

Masonville Project Draws Mayor’s Kudos
The Maryland Port Administration (MPA) was awarded a 2007 
Mayor’s Business Recognition Award by the Greater Baltimore 
Committee during a luncheon in December.
	 The award is given annually to organizations that have dem-
onstrated outstanding community service and have significantly 
improved the city of Baltimore. MPA was honored for its Mason-
ville restoration project, which will clean up and develop one of 
the most contaminated areas of Baltimore Harbor and convert it 
to benefit wildlife, local citizens and Port of Baltimore industry.  
 	 “With this project, we are taking a contaminated area of Balti-
more Harbor and creating an environmentally friendly waterfront 
that will include wetlands, recreation areas and a slice of Mary-
land that the local communities can use and be proud of,” says 
Gov. Martin O’Malley. “It is an example of government at its best. 
We are using our resources to do the right thing to make our city 
and our state a better place to live, work and raise a family.” 
	 The Masonville project is located near the Brooklyn and 
Curtis Bay communities along the Middle Branch of the 
Patapsco River. It is a site formerly occupied by Kurt Iron and 
Metal and Maryland Shipbuilding and Drydock Company. 
	 The first step in this project is to clear debris from about 
22 acres of shoreline along the Middle Branch. Ten of these 
acres have already been cleaned by MPA. To date, roughly 

Celebrating the Mayor’s Award given to the Maryland Port 
Administration for its Masonville project were, from left, Balti-
more Development Corporation President M.J. Brodie, former 
Port Commissioner Atwood Collins III, Mayor Sheila Dixon, MPA 
Deputy Executive Director M. Kathleen Broadwater, Port Commis-
sioner and Greater Baltimore Committee President Donald Fry 
and GBC Board Member Arnold Williams. 

8,000 tons of trash and debris, 3,000 tons of hazardous waste 
and more than 11,000 tons of timber from 27 abandoned ves-
sels have been collected from the area.  
 	 When completed, the cleared and restored acreage will be 
home to wildlife and waterfowl. A park also will be developed, with 
access to water recreation like kayaking and canoeing.     
 	 Another benefit of the Masonville project is that the project 
will use material dredged from the shipping channels leading 
to the Port of Baltimore. Annual dredging required to maintain 
the depth of these channels produces silt and sand that must 
be placed elsewhere. •
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East Coast, which makes it a big draw for national and inter-

national shippers,” said Gov. O’Malley. “You can reach two-

thirds of the nation’s population overnight. With the vast 

majority of these containers leaving the Port by truck, in-

vesting in our highway network is crucial to Maryland’s eco-

nomic development. Broening Highway is the lifeline that 

connects the Port of Baltimore to the Baltimore Beltway, I-95 

and links to the Midwest and the entire eastern seaboard.”

	 The State Highway Administration will work closely 

with Baltimore City, the Port of Baltimore, the Maryland 

Transportation Authority and Baltimore County to move 

forward with plans to upgrade this key access road to the 

Port. Preliminary plans include focusing on the entrances 

to the two marine terminals and rebuilding Broening 

Highway from its base layer up. •

Newsmakers
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .

State Allots $11 Million to Broening Highway
Gov. Martin O’Malley has committed $11 million to assist 

Baltimore City to upgrade Broening Highway, the road that 

serves as the gateway to the Port of Baltimore. This economic 

development project will improve access to the Port’s busy 

freight hubs, including Dundalk and Seagirt marine terminals. 

	 Every day, nearly 2,000 trucks travel along Broen-

ing Highway to these marine terminals to take products 

arriving by ship to consumers throughout Maryland and 

beyond. The typical container ship at the Port of Baltimore 

carries 3,000 containers, and those containers must leave 

the Port by truck or by train.

	 “The Port of Baltimore is the closest inland port on the 
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the Port SOUNDINGS

ENVironment
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .  — . — . —. — . — . — . — . — . — . — . 

MAT Welcomes “Green” Vehicles
Supervisors and yard staff at Mid-Atlantic Terminal are tooling around in eco- 
friendly, electric-powered cars that were delivered late last year.
	 The John Deere-manufactured Gators replace the gas-burning, used vehicles 
formerly employed on the terminal, says MAT Terminal Manager Rod Pickens.
	 “They go 20 to 30 mph and stay charged all day long,” Pickens says. “We added 
a cab so they could be used during winter time. So far, they’re treating us well.”
	 The Gators may not be the last of the environmentally friendly innovations at MAT.
	 “We’d like to take it one step further and we’re looking into the possibility of 
purchasing solar-paneled vehicles in the future,” Pickens adds. •

Newsmakers
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . 

ACL Moves Into New Building
Atlantic Container Lines recently moved 
its Baltimore offices at Dundalk Marine 
Terminal from the Dunmar Building to 
the modernistic Building 1600.
	 “We made the move to be closer to 
our stevedores,” says Gregory Waidlich, 
ACL’s Terminal Operations Manager. 
Ports America, ACL’s stevedores, is also 
in the building. 
	 “It just makes sense for us to be in 
the same space with each other,” says 
Waidlich.
	 Atlantic Container Lines offers 
weekly service from North America 
to northern Europe, carrying a mix of 
automobiles, farm and construction 
equipment, and containers. As part of 
the Grimaldi Group, the Baltimore office 
serves as agent for Grimaldi’s West 
African direct service, which offers 
monthly sailings of a pure car carrier and 
a combination RO/RO-container ship. 
	 Waidlich says that service may in-
crease to three times monthly this year. •

Warehousing 
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .

White Helps Open New Belt’s Facility
Maryland Port Administration Executive Director James J. White recently par-
ticipated in a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the opening of The Belt’s Corpo-
ration’s new distribution facility at The Gateway at Marley Neck business park.
	 The 154,400-square-foot building is constructed of concrete tilt wall 
panels with a minimum ceiling height of 32 feet. The cross-docked facility 
boasts 28 loading doors and two drive-in doors.
	 The new building is located centrally between the Port of Baltimore and 
BWI Thurgood Marshall International Airport, giving Belt’s customer access 
to two major transportation hubs. •

Cutting the ribbon 
to open the new 
facility were, from 
left, John Redding 
and Allen Brown of 
Belt’s, MPA Execu-
tive Director James 
J. White, Belt’s 
President and CEO 
Skip Brown and 
Scott Hunsicker, 
George Brown and 
Mel Brown of Belt’s.  
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SOUNDINGS

ANNIVERSARY
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .

Officials Mark Centennial Anniversary
Maryland and government officials gathered late in 
2007 at the historic U.S. Custom House in downtown 
Baltimore to commemorate the centennial anniver-
sary of the landmark building.
	 The Custom House was commissioned in 1900 
to be a shining example of American architecture 
and a prominent reminder of Baltimore’s status as 
a major port city. It was first occupied in Novem-
ber 1907 by the U.S. Customs Service. In 1972, 
the six-story, granite facility was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
	 Officials noted the Custom House’s
importance to Port of Baltimore industry
over the past century. Among those in attendance 
were U.S. Sen. Benjamin Cardin and U.S. Rep. Elijah 
Cummings.
	 Today, the Custom House is home to the U.S. 
Customs Service and Border Protection and other 
federal agencies. • 

Among those celebrating the centennial 
of the U.S. Custom House were, from 

left, GSA Commissioner/Public Buildings 
Service David Winstead; Molly Rogers, 

representing U.S. Sen. Barbara Mikulski; 
Assistant Commissioner Thomas Winkowski, 

of the Office of Field Operations, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection; U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings; U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin; 
GSA Assistant Regional Administrator/Public Buildings Service Rob 
Hewell; GSA Administrator Lurita Doan; Loyola College history professor 
Dr. John Breihan; and GSA Regional Administrator Barbara Shelton.
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Baltimore’s only full-service heliport conveniently located at  
1800 South Clinton Street, Baltimore, Maryland, 21224

Call Jodi Fader for reservations and information at 410.303.3034 or 410.675.8888 
www.baltimorehelicopterservices.com

Charter flights are flown under the authority of Flight Services, Inc. FAA Carrier Certificate Number 02GA9701

HELICOPTER
SERVICES

Corporate Charter  

Ship Landings 

Aerial Survey 

Executive Flight Options 

Special Events

BALTIMORE
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NEWSMAKERS
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .  — . —  

New Rail Ramp Constructed
A new portable rail ramp is now in use at Mid-Atlantic 
Terminals at Dundalk Marine Terminal. It took just under a 
month for Ken Cullum of Maryland Welding and MAT carpenters 
to construct the ramp, says MAT Operations Team Leader 
Rick Brigerman.
	 An influx of heavy equipment on Norfolk Southern — 
particularly bulldozers manufactured by Caterpillar — neces-
sitated implementation of the new ramp.
	 “We needed something large,” explains Brigerman, adding 
that the location of the other ramp in use at the MAT site 
sometimes created logistical problems.
	 The ramp, 
featuring a heavy 
oak floor, is rated 
for 120,000 tons, 
but Brigerman 
expects it to be 
certified for a 
higher rate after 
minor modifica-
tions. •

YOUR PORTS AND 
TERMINAL OPERATOR OF CHOICE

PAI004307_POB_Jan.indd   1 11/26/07   2:04:16 PM
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Newsmakers
— . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — . — .  . — . — . — .

Ports America Sponsors
Fireworks Display
Ports America, the company that runs Seagirt 

Marine Terminal’s container cargo business for the 

Maryland Port Administration, paid an estimated 

$200,000 to underwrite the annual New Year’s Eve 

fireworks display at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.

	 Last year’s New Year’s Eve celebration at the 

downtown tourist destination marked the first time 

any company has assumed all costs of the annual 

fireworks display, according to the Baltimore Office 

of Promotion and Tourism. 

	 The pyrotechnics display was the largest at the 

Inner Harbor since the 1999 event that welcomed the 

new millennium.

	 AIG Highstar Capital, the company that owns 

Ports America, also hosted a New Year’s Eve party 

for its Port of Baltimore officials and guests on the 

top floor of the World Trade Center.  •
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MAIDENvoyages

Rickmers Tokyo calls Dundalk
Rickmers Tokyo, a part of the Rickmers-Linie fleet, recently 
made its initial visit to Baltimore, calling on Dundalk Marine 
Terminal to discharge 96 packages of heavy lift project cargo.
	 Built by Xiamen Shipbuilding Industry Co., Ltd. in China, 
the Marshall Islands-flagged vessel is 632 feet long, 91 feet 
wide and can reach cruise speeds of 19 knots. 
	 She has a cargo capacity of 1,221,899 cubic feet. Rickmers 
Tokyo features four cranes, including forward and aft models. 

Agent: Trans-Atlantic Agencies, Inc.

Stevedore: Ports America Baltimore, Inc.

Towing: McAllister Towing of Baltimore, Inc.

Marina visits Seagirt
MSC Marina, part of Mediterranean Shipping Company’s 
fleet, recently called on Seagirt Marine Terminal, its first 
visit to the Port of Baltimore. Marina loaded and unloaded 
cargo from and bound for the North Atlantic.
	 The Panama-flagged ship was built by Hanjin of South 
Korea in 2003. She is 303.9 meters long, 40 meters wide, 
can reach a cruise speed of 2.8 knots and carries a dead-
weight capacity of 85,824 mt.

Agent: On Deck Services

Stevedore: Ports America Baltimore, Inc.

Towing: Moran
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www.hoegh.com

6 000 cars, but only one driver. 
It couldn’t be safer.

FEWER DRIVERS means safer traffi c – especially when the man at the helm has 
the extensive professional training and long experience of a Höegh captain. 
 
Commanding one of our Ro/Ro ships is a position of great responsibility. We know that 
you rely on us. We for our part know that our ship’s offi cers are one hundred per cent 
reliable. And that our hand-picked crews are highly qualifi ed for their duties. 
 
We take great pride in ensuring that each car reaches its destination safely, 
without a single scratch. Anything less could dent our reputation. 

WORLDWIDE RO/RO THE FLEXIBLE WAY

B
ok

s 
O

sl
o

Celebrating the first call on Baltimore by Rickmers Tokyo 
were, from left, Chief Engineer Bogdan Glowacki, MPA’s 
Cindy Burman, Capt. Pero Cecur and Wolfgang Koenig of 
Trans-Atlantic Agencies, Inc.
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With over a century of experience in the maritime industry, Vane Brothers 
has grown to a full service petroleum transport enterprise serving the Eastern 
Seaboard from New England to the Gulf of Mexico. On course for the future, 
our attention to safety measures, to our customers, and to our personal service 
remains paramount to the important work that we do.

B U N K E R I N G  �  M A R I N E  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N  �  L I G H T E R I N G

Offering Intermediate Fuel Oil, Marine Lubricants, Marine Diesel Oil, Bunker C, Gas Oil, Water

L AU N C H  S E RV I C E S

Customs, Inspectors, Crew, Agents, Ships Stores

M A R I N E  S A F E T Y  A N D  S E RV I C E S

Sales, Supplies and Inspections, USCG Approved

www.vanebrothers.com

410-631-7773  �  2100 Frankfurst Avenue  �  Baltimore, MD 21226

B A LT I M O R E   �   N O R F O L K   �   P H I L A D E L P H I A 

VA-Tug Ad-LIVE.03.indd   1 11/12/07   12:02:59 PM
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PORTpeople

During 44 years in leadership roles with 

International Longshoremen’s Asso-

ciation Local 953, Walt Benewicz has 

seen more technological advancements than 

he ever thought possible. The same progress 

that was once feared because it might result 

in the loss of jobs is now embraced for the 

way it speeds up daily activities at the Port of 

Baltimore.

	 “I’m a dinosaur when it comes to technol-

ogy,” explains Benewicz, President of Local 

953 and Chief Clerk at Ports America at Dun-

dalk Marine Terminal. “To me, a lot of times, 

things were easier the old way. But technol-

ogy is changing the way we do our jobs.”

	 That’s the edict handed down from Richie 

Hughes, the Baltimore-born President of the 

ILA — and a longtime friend of Benewicz, a 

 

Walt Benewicz
Embracing Technology Solidifies ILA’s Future

By Pete kerzel  |  Photography By Kathy Bergren Smith
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fourth-generation Port worker who grew 

up in Locust Point.

	 “It’s a new ballgame with all the 

technology that’s available today, and 

Mr. Hughes wants the ILA to keep up 

with the times,” Benewicz adds.

	 Twenty years ago, had you mentioned 

the possibility of handheld scanners or 

computerized tracking software, you’d 

have been met with a cautious stare.

	 “For a long time, we were afraid of 

how many jobs might be eliminated,” 

explains Benewicz, who will turn 65 in 

April.

	 Now, Benewicz and local ILA officials 

are proud of the course they teach to 

prepare the next wave of clerks and 

checkers. The accredited program, taught 

in conjunction with the Community 

College of Baltimore County, helps work-

ers master the latest modalities.

	 “That’s why we have the school now 

— to preserve the jobs,” Benewicz says. 

“We want to partner with all the technology 

possible so we know we’re as qualified as 

possible in any of the new job classifica-

tions. I had to learn it myself, and it was 

something new and different for me.”

	 Learning together strengthens the 

bond of generations of ILA workers and 

cements Benewicz’s belief that he made 

the right choice to pursue a maritime 

career.

	  “There’s always been a pride factor 

in belonging to 953,” the Millersville res-

ident says. “Working with the men and 

women in the local is great. Some of my 

friends, now I’m working with their sons 

and daughters.”

	 Benewicz may never master the Wii 

games he plays with grandsons Patrick 

and Adam, but he’s comfortable that 

he’s readying more than 250 members 

of Local 953 for future technological 

advancements.

	 “I can’t come close to beating the 

kids. They laugh at me say, ‘Pop, you 

can’t keep up with us.’ But I think I’ve 

done pretty good at keeping up with the 

future,” Benewicz says. “I’m so proud 

of our (union) workers and how they’ve 

partaken of technology.” •

FUMIGATION

Call 1-800-542-1542   www.westernfumigation.com
Servicing the Eastern United States Ports since 1928

    WE KEEP YOUR
  COMMODITIES MOVING

Effi cient. Effective. Experienced.

� Hull � Piping Systems � Cargo Gear � Ramps � Welding � Machining �

� Cranes & Rigging � Main Propulsion & Auxiliary Machinery � Underwater Services �
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Workshop Services & Specialty Products
Ship & Industrial Equipment Repair

Moss Marine USA



For Short and Long Term Rentals:
Contact Fred T. Piercy

410-732-4900
1003 North Kresson St.
Baltimore, MD 21205
fpiercy@taylornortheast.com

Taylor Northeast Inc.
931 Hemlock Rd., Morgantown, PA 19543
610-286-8080 (phone) 610-286-8099 (fax)

Taylor Northeast  8/18/05  11:20 AM  Page 1
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CARGO

or evidence that ships today are being 
built on a grander scale than ever before, 
look no further than the Port of Baltimore 

on a morning when either the MSC Michaela 
or MSC Marina comes to call.
	 The Michaela — 997 feet long, 131 feet wide 
and weighing 73,819 gross tons — docked at 
the Seagirt Marine Terminal in November, estab-
lishing a record as the largest container ship to 

Historic Arrival of Larger MSC Container Ships Helps to Clarify Port’s Priorities

Size
Matters

By Blaise Willig
Photography Courtesy of MPA

Celebrating the arrival of MSC Michaela at the Port of 
Baltimore were, from left, Chief Engineer Mardjokic 
Tomislave, Chief Mate Russo Salvatore, Capt. Velimir 
Vasilievic, MPA Executive Director James J. White, Capt. 
Lorenzo Di Casagrande of MSC and MPA’s Cindy Burman.

F
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call on the Port in its more than 300-year 
history. Later in the month, the Michae-
la’s sister ship, the Marina, paid its own 
visit to Seagirt. Prior to their arrival, the 
largest container ship to call on the Port 
was the 902-foot-long MSC Tokyo.
	 Looking at industry trends, “there 
are less and less smaller vessels,” says 
Capt. E. Lorenzo Di Casagrande, Vice 
President of Mediterranean Shipping 
Company (USA), Inc. “The building ten-
dency is to go with larger ships.”
	 The Michaela and Marina can each 
carry 6,724 20-foot equivalent units 
(TEUs). But even bigger vessels are out 
there, with some able to handle about 
twice as many TEUs. 
	 To ensure that larger container ships 
visit Baltimore in the future, the Mary-
land Port Administration (MPA) is plan-
ning construction of a 50-foot berth at 
Seagirt, where berths 1, 2 and 3 are 
currently dredged to 45 feet. Without a 
50-foot berth, the physical limitations 
of the Port are tested by vessels like 
Michaela and Marina unless their loads 
are relatively light.
	 “We were able to receive these ships 
(in November) because their drafts were 
well below 50 feet — we demonstrated 
to be able to successfully operate under 
those conditions,” says Di Casagrande. 
“However, to attract additional service 
and cargo volume, it is imperative to be 
able to have a proper pier with at least 
50-foot draft, proper cranes, etc.”
	 MPA expects construction of a 50- 
foot berth to run between $110-$120 
million, but no time frame has been set. 
	 “Currently, MPA is conducting dredg-
ing operations for Berth 4 at Seagirt,” 
says Richard Scher, MPA Director of Com-
munications. “Dredging is expected to be 
completed by spring 2008. The next step 
will be to identify a funding source to 
help develop and construct the berth.”
	 MPA Executive Director James J. 
White says the deeper berth is vital to 
the Port’s future.
	 “Vessels today are being constructed 
to hold up to 14,000 TEUs,” says White. 
“The MSC Michaela, at more than 6,700 
TEUs, used to be considered very large, 
but that is challenged today by much 
bigger ships. It is with these large ships 
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in mind that we need a 50-foot berth at 
the Port of Baltimore to keep us compet-
itive. We are nearing the end of dredg-
ing operations for a 50-foot berth at 
Seagirt Marine Terminal. A 50-foot berth 
is critical to the long-term business plan 
and competitive standing of this port.”  
	 Di Casagrande acknowledges that 
a 50-foot berth at Seagirt would be a 
huge benefit to Mediterranean Shipping 
Company, which currently calls on Balti-
more with five weekly services — North 
Europe, West Mediterranean, West Coast 
South America, East Coast South Ameri-
ca and South Africa/Australia. 
	 “We could be interested in a direct 
port call in Baltimore from our Far East 
service if the Port is able to receive larg-
er vessels,” Di Casagrande says.
	 For five years running, MPA has wit-
nessed an increased number of containers 
move across its public piers. In fiscal year 
2007, the Port handled 618,039 TEUs, an 
increase of 4,713 TEUs over FY2006. Med-
iterranean Shipping Company accounts 
for about 180,000 TEUs annually.
	 “MSC is our largest container cus-
tomer at the Port of Baltimore,” says 
White. “Over the past 17 years, MSC has 
experienced explosive growth at our 
Port. In 1990, MSC was bringing about 
9,000 containers per year to Baltimore. 
Now, that figure is about 140,000 con-
tainers annually.   In 2001, we signed a 
10-year agreement with MSC that guar-
anteed higher container volumes com-
ing through Baltimore. That contract has 
brought us more cargo and more jobs.”   
	 During November’s visit, five Seagirt 
gantry cranes worked to load Michaela 
with 39 full, 20-foot containers and 125 full, 
40-foot containers. Another 1,657 20-foot 
empty containers were also loaded, des-
tined for other stops along the U.S. East 
Coast before arriving in Antwerp, Belgium.
	 This year, Mediterranean Shipping 
Company is celebrating its 20th year of 
weekly service into Baltimore. 
	 “We have a long relationship with 
the MPA and labor (in Baltimore), and 
we have worked well together for many 
years,” says Di Casagrande. “We hope 
the trend of expansion of the Port will 
continue, thus reinforcing our already 
strong relationship.” •

YES!
WE’RE STILL HERE
And celebrating our 25TH year in serving the leasing  
companies, steamship lines and the Great Helen Delich 
Bentley PORT of BALTIMORE. Providing repairs, sales,  
storage and custom modi�cations to the Intermodal  
and Trucking Industries.

IF WE CAN BE OF SERVICE CALL, FAX, OR E-MAIL KATHY OR BILL

CONTAINER DEPOT INDUSTRIES, INC.
 

 
CDI8211@verizon.net
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TWIC
New ID Tightens Access to Terminals
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Securityt a recent meeting, Maryland 
Port Administration Director of 
Security Homer Williams was 
told of another security pro-
fessional’s take on the new 
Transportation Worker Iden-
tification Credential (TWIC): 

“You may be glad to lend your lawnmow-
er to a neighbor, but you wouldn’t give it 
to any old stranger off the street.”
	 By the same token, Williams says, 
“Would you want to let just anyone on 
the terminals with all the millions of dol-
lars worth of equipment there? Some 
banks do not house as much real cash 
as terminals house in the cash value of 
capital goods.” 
	 Williams says issuance of the TWIC 
card, now being undertaken at the Port 
of Baltimore’s private and public ter-
minals, will give him a higher level of 
security confidence to allow authorized 
workers free access to Baltimore’s pub-
lic and private terminals.
	 Williams has bigger concerns than 
equipment theft, of course. Since the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, he says, 
increased scrutiny must be paid to entry 
points into the United States, including 
the nation’s ports.
	 Hence the need for the new identifi-
cation credential, soon to be required for 
all personnel having business on Amer-
ica’s ports. This includes not only long-
shoremen and facility employees, but 
truckers coming from out of state and all 
others regularly visiting the Port of Balti-
more’s regulated port facilities, whether 
directly employed by the MPA or not.
	 “Although people already have identi-
fication, the TWIC will authenticate their 
identity,” says Williams.
	 According to the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) Web site, 
“The Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential (TWIC) is a vital security mea-
sure that will ensure individuals who 
pose a threat do not gain unescorted 
access to secure areas of the nation’s 
maritime transportation system.”
	 The tamper-resistant biometric cre-
dentials are issued to workers who 
require unescorted access to secure 

By merrill witty

areas of ports, vessels, outer continental 
shelf facilities and all credentialed mer-
chant mariners. The TWIC was estab-
lished by Congress through the Maritime 
Transportation Security Act and is admin-
istered by the TSA and U.S. Coast Guard.
	 By some estimates, more than a 
million people working at the nation’s 

the terminals, exactly when they arrived, 
and exactly when they leave. The individ-
ual background checks will uncover any 
disqualifying offenses, if there is any con-
duct or illegal activity the Port would have 
a concern about, and whether the person 
is on any list of potential terrorists.”
	 According to Williams, implementa-
tion of TWIC will also “buy down” the 
cost of access control. “Once they’ve 
been vetted,” Williams says, “you won’t 
have to physically escort individuals in 
possession of a TWIC to each and every 
place they will need to go. Ordinarily we 
have to monitor port access of each indi-
vidual closely.”
	 MPA will pick up the $132.50 per-
card cost for its own employees, but 
self-employed individuals will pay for 
their own, much as carpenters buy their 
own tools “as a cost of doing business,” 
Williams says.
	 James J. White, MPA Executive Direc-
tor, says, “We are pleased that the TWIC 
process is officially under way at the 
Port of Baltimore. Gov. Martin O’Malley 
and Transportation Secretary John Por-
cari both remain very committed and 
engaged in all maritime security issues, 

New ID Tightens Access to Terminals

361 ports will be required to obtain a 
TWIC. Here in Baltimore, about 25,000 
workers will be subject to the extensive 
background checks required to obtain 
the new ID “smart card.” 
	 “This is one step toward commonality, 
taking the burden off private industry 
by having the government do the back-
ground checks,” says Brian D. Kelley, the 
U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port of 
Baltimore. “We cannot compromise on 
security.”
	 Two mariners from the Ready Reserve 
Fleet vessel Cape Washington, which is 
stationed in Baltimore, were very satis-
fied with the efficiency of the registra-
tion process they recently encountered, 
though they did recommend that other 
applicants pre-register online and make 
an appointment to speed up the process.
	 “The process has been very smooth, 
and the location here in Baltimore is 
easy to get to,” said Chief Mate Chris 
Gillard. Second Engineer Mike Maurere 
added, “This type of ID probably should 
have come out a long time ago.”
	 Williams says the new card “will def-
initely improve efficiency and security at 
the Port. MPA will know exactly who is on 

Maryland Secretary of Transportation John D. Porcari goes through the TWIC application 
process with the help of Trusted Agent Kari Holmes.
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and they have tasked me to make the 
Port of Baltimore one of the most secure 
ports in the U.S.”
	 One of the ways to accomplish that 
goal is to continue forging strong, work-
ing relationships with security partners 
and to be involved in developing new 
security programs at our Port, White adds.
	 “One of those new programs, the 
TWIC, will use the latest available tech-
nology to make sure we know exact-
ly who requires access to our Port. The 
TWIC will ensure any Port worker who 
requests unescorted access to Port facil-
ities be given a thorough background 
check.”
	 Brian Smith is the liaison implement-
ing TWIC at the Baltimore area’s private 
terminals, in his role with Private Termi-
nal Operators’ Port Security Group. This 
subcommittee represents more than 
20 privately owned maritime facilities 
throughout Maryland. 
	 “The success of the program largely 
depends on the participation of everyone 
involved in the transportation industry. 

This extends to support organizations 
like contractors and others who are nec-
essary to the industry,” he says. “Facili-
ties are obligated to assure personnel 
accessing their secure areas are TWIC 
holders. If those requiring access do not 
hold a TWIC, we must provide escort, 

 	 Their efforts demonstrate the posi-
tive partnership that exists between the 
federal government, public and private 
facilities, Smith adds. “Together, we are 
making a difference which benefits the 
consumer, the citizens of Maryland and 
beyond, and provides an appropriate 

“The success of the program largely depends 
on the participation of everyone involved in the 
transportation industry.”
which requires significant capital expen-
ditures and ongoing annual expenses. 
This drives up prices and increases the 
difficulty to compete with other ports.
	 “The U.S. Coast Guard has been 
working hard to help facilities find solu-
tions under the new TWIC regulations, 
which increase security without inter-
rupting commerce. Their emphasis has 
been on placing strict requirements only 
where true risks exist.”

level of security to our nation,” he says. 
	 The TWIC enrollment process has 
begun, with pre-enrollment encouraged, 
and will last several months. Anyone 
without a TWIC trying to gain entry to 
the Port of Baltimore’s terminals after 
the national deadline of Sept. 25, 2008 
could be out of luck. Though enrollment 
facilities will remain open, Baltimore’s 
deadline for TWIC implementation could 
come even sooner. •

Footner
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Port of Baltimore’s TWIC Enrollment Center : 
2200 Broening Highway, Suite 220 | Baltimore, MD 21224 | Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

To save time during enrollment, applicants can pre-enroll online at www.tsa.gov/twic or call 
1-866-DHS-TWIC (1-866-347-8942). After pre-enrollment, applicants must visit the enrollment center 

to complete the enrollment process and pay the enrollment fee.

The Captain of the Port will soon announce a date when access to the Port of Baltimore 
will be allowed only by TWIC identification.  Without a TWIC, access will not be granted.  

DON’T GET LOCKED OUT!
TWIC

Apply for Your 
TWIC Card NOW!



he name says it all: The General Ship Repair Corporation. Broken 
ship? These are the guys to call. Founded in 1924, General Ship has 
fixed everything from schooners to steamships to super-tankers. Rid-
ing teams will accompany a ship and fix it en route to its destination. 
Smaller vessels, such as tugboats, come to the yard on Key Highway 

for inspection and repair in the drydock. Today, General Ship is the only full-
service shipyard in the Port of Baltimore; in fact, it is the only such shipyard 

Customer Care a Priority at Venerable General Ship Repair
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By kathy bergren smith
Photography Courtesy of General Ship Repair Corporation
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between New York Harbor and Hampton 
Roads, Va. 
	 The company recently commissioned 
a new drydock that can be combined 
with the existing dock for added length 
and increased lifting capacity for haul-
ing larger barges and boats.
	 “We are striving to meet our custom-
ers’ needs by increasing the capacity 
and the draft requirements of our float-
ing drydocks. Our No. 1 drydock has 
been upgraded to lift 1,050 tons.  Our 
No. 2 drydock has been upgraded to lift 
450 tons,” says Derick Lynch, President 
of General Ship Repair. Lynch says that 
the drydocks can be configured to haul 
two smaller vessels or one large vessel 
of up to 350 feet. 
	 The sky-blue General Ship Repair dry-
dock is a familiar sight in the Inner Har-
bor. The dock floats, just at water level 
and “wing walls” rise from the deck on 
either side. On the deck, heavy oaken 

timbers slide on chains and are stacked 
to block the vessel being hauled. Before 
its arrival, careful planning is required 
to ensure the vessel is blocked properly 
when it is “high and dry.”  

the vessels hauled at General Ship — it 
is right in our backyard,” says Jim Dem-
ske, Port Captain for Vane Brothers, a 
marine transportation company based 
in Baltimore.

	 When the vessel arrives, giant pumps 
inside the drydock flood and sink it. The 
vessel is then carefully positioned over 
the blocks and water is slowly pumped 
from the drydock, floating the whole 
operation back to the surface. Now the 
bottom of the vessel, which is normally 
underwater, can be inspected and worked 
on with ease.  
	 “We come to General Ship for both 
routine inspections, as required by the 
Coast Guard, and for repair work. It is 
very convenient for us to be able to have 

	 The larger drydock configuration will 
be helpful to Vane Brothers as well as 
other tugboat companies along the East 
Coast. “In general, the boats are getting 
larger, the barges are getting larger and 
we will be able to utilize this increased 
capacity,” says Demske.
	 General Ship’s drydock service is 
only half the story. “Down river” ship 
repair provides essential work to ships 
calling Baltimore. For example, on a 
cold Saturday night in December, a ship 
arrived at the Annapolis Anchorage, just 

Clockwise, from top left: Michael, Derick and Cary Lynch are the third-generation owners of The General Ship Repair Corporation; 
a new drydock at the Key Highway facility enables repairs on oversized craft, including the dinner cruise ship Spirit of Mount 
Vernon; workers gather at General Ship’s new drydock; repairs to tugs, such as this vessel having a wheelhouse replaced, are a 
specialty; and shoreside services provided include fixes to propellers.

“We are striving to meet our customers’ needs by increasing the
capacity and the draft requirements of our floating drydocks.”
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Mobile Full Service Ship Repair Yard

Riding Crews To Service Vessels While Under Way

Emergency/Maintenance  |  Field & Shop Repairs  |  Machine Shop/Fabrications
Serving Baltimore,Wilmington & Philadelphia

Around-The-Clock Service
Floating Equipment To Service Vessels At Cargo Piers

Dry Dock & Wet Berth Services

1449 Key Highway, Baltimore, Maryland 21230
Phone: 410/752-7620  |  Fax: 410/752-4650
info@generalshiprepair.com
www.generalshiprepair.com

The General Ship Repair Corp.

“A Baltimore Tradition With Over Seventy-Five Years 
In The Same Location”

Commercial & Industrial Repairs  |  Structural & Mechanical
Machining & Fabrications

Industrial Division of The General Ship Repair Corporation

T. Parker Host of Maryland, Inc.
Ship Agents and Brokers

2200 Broening Hwy. Suite 230
Baltimore, Maryland 21224

Telephone: 410-633-4666

Telex: 6734714HOSTMD

Facsimile: 410-633-2993

E-mail: operations@hostmd.com

Offices in:
Philadelphia, Pa
Wilmington, De 
Norfolk, Va
Richmond, Va
Fernandina Beach, Fl

south of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. 

During a particularly rough crossing in 

the Atlantic, the ship’s onboard firefight-

ing system had become damaged. The 

Coast Guard would not allow the ship to 

berth without first repairing the system.

	 “We sent a team out to assist the 

crew in troubleshooting the problem and 

found it was a motor that had been dam-

aged and needed to be taken ashore to be 

fixed,” says Lynch. “We were able to get 

the motor in good working order for them 

within a few hours and they made their 

way to Baltimore by Monday morning.”

	 Ships also schedule routine main-

tenance or repairs with General Ship 

before arriving in the harbor. A recent 

call at Rukert Terminals  afforded the 

cargo vessel Kent Trader the opportunity 

to change a crane cable with the assis-

tance of the team from General Ship. If 

the project gets lengthy or complicated, 

the riding team of repair workers take 

off with the ship to its next port, provid-

ing service while under way.

	 “Our focus is on keeping our custom-

ers on schedule, providing the repairs 

they need in a timely manner using high 

quality local labor,” says Lynch. 

	 Lynch and his brothers, Cary and 

Michael, represent the third generation 

at the helm at General Ship. Their father, 

Charles Frederick “Jack” Lynch, passed 

away in late 2007. He took over the ship-

yard at his father’s death in 1958 and 

ran it until 1990. Charles “Buck” Lynch 

founded General Ship Repair in 1924.

	 “Capt. Jack Lynch was a friend of the 

Port and an ardent supporter of the Pro-

peller Club, Maryland Marine Club and 

Mrs. Helen Delich Bentley,” says Paul 

Swensen, Vice President and General 

Manager of Moran Towing Maryland. 

“He was known for his tenacity when 

dealing with customers, but always had 

a soft heart and larger-than-life smile 

at the end of the day and no one left on 

bad terms.”

	 The legacy of The General Ship 

Repair Corporation is safe in the hands 

of the Lynch brothers and Derick’s son, 

Charles Frederick “Chaz” Lynch III, who 

has joined the company. •



Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics’ Facility Solidifies Long-Term Relationship with Port 

T
he Port of Baltimore continues to stake its claim as the No. 1 port 

for paper products after signing a contract with the world’s 

largest carrier of forest products.

     Gearbulk, a United Kingdom-based company, has begun using the 

Port of Baltimore to ship wood pulp out of Brazil. The company’s first 

shipment was expected to arrive in Baltimore in late January, says 

Chris Sheils, Gearbulk’s General Manager.

	 Sheils says his company sought the Port in part, because of the 

Delivered

Signed,
Sealed &

From Brazil to Baltimore, Wood Pulp 
Strengthens Forest Products Dominance 

By Tyisha Manigo
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PAPER

The Port has handled more than a million tons
in forest products for the last three to four 
years, and that number is expected to increase 
by 15 to 20 percent in 2008.
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The Port of Baltimore 
ranks No.1 and 
No. 2 for importing 
paper and wood pulp 
products respectively.

Eastern Lift Truck Company, a family owned and operated 
business, has been a material handling equipment 

distributor since 1974.

Eastern Lift Truck, Co., Inc.
“We’re Known for Good Service!”

2211 Sulphur Spring Road
Baltimore, MD 21227
Phone: 800-247-6404

Fax: 410-536-5732

18122-A West Oak Ridge Drive
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Phone: 800-842-5438

Fax: 240-420-8694

10254-1 Stone Creek Drive
Laurel, DE 19956

Phone: 302-875-8961
Fax: 302-875-8966

www.eastern l i f t t ruck.com

Specialty Equipment
 Of All Types

8001 Penn Randall Place
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

Phone: 866-553-8328
Fax: 301-735-7917

“Fifty years of service to the Intermodal Industry”

� Baltimore & Norfolk & Philadelphia Chassis Pools
* Tri-Axle sliders available
* 40-45 ft. extendable chassis available

� Chassis and Genset Leasing
� Chassis, Container, Trailer Repair
� Over 165,000 Leasable Chassis

SERVICE CENTER
4901 Holabird Ave. Baltimore, MD
(410) 633-2400 � FAX (410) 633-2544 � www.flexi-van.com

LEASING, INC.

Maryland Port Administration’s experi-
ence and reputation handling wood pulp 
and other paper products.
	 “This cargo has been coming into the 
Port of Baltimore for many years, and 
the shipper was very confident working 
with Baltimore and wanted to continue,” 
he says.
	 Wood pulp generally gets processed 
into products such as diapers, facial tis-
sues and paper towels. It is derived primar-
ily from eucalyptus trees, and Brazil ranks 
as one of the leading countries for produc-
ing eucalyptus-based pulp products.
	 The Port of Baltimore ranks No.1 and 
No. 2 for importing paper and wood pulp 
products, respectively, says Trip Bailey, 
President of Baltimore Forest Products 
Terminals LLP (BalTerm), the local steve-
dore and terminal that handles most of 
the Port’s forest products imports.
	 The Port has handled more than a 
million tons in forest products for the 
last three to four years, and that number 
is expected to increase by 15 to 20 per-
cent in 2008, Bailey adds.
	 Bailey says there are a number of 
factors that have contributed to the 
Port’s success in the forest product 
industry over the years.
	 “There’s our location. We’re best 
located for the mills that consume the 
products in the northeast and Midwest 
markets,” he says. “We have great facili-
ties for handling forest products. We 
have facilities designed specifically to 
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handle them, and there’s our service. 
We’ve given really good customer service 
over the past 15 years.”
	 Many wood pulp manufacturers who 
work with the Port ship their breakbulk 
cargo from Brazil aboard Star Shipping 
vessels. BalTerm’s stevedores stand ready 
at the Dundalk Marine Terminal, where 
various cargo sheds have been leased 
from the MPA. 
	 Since 2000, MPA has taken efforts 
to strengthen and rehabilitate floor load 
capacity at some of its Dundalk sheds, 
and create more storage facilities and 
state-of-the-art forest product sheds. In 
2005, the Port signed a contract with Bal-
Term and paper manufacturer M-Real that 
called for $32 million in improvements for 
the Port’s paper-handling facilities. 
	 Rick Schiappacasse, MPA’s Director of 
Latin America and Forest Products, point-
ed to the Port’s success as the result of 
good labor force and terminals built 
specifically to handle such products.
	 “It’s something that we’ve concen-
trated on and it’s an important niche 
commodity for the Port of Baltimore in 
that we reserve special areas, terminals 
on the Port, for it,” he says.
	 Sheils says Gearbulk, which was 
founded in 1969, owns 70 vessels that 
participate in trade around the world. 
The company will have nearly 60 sails 
between Brazil and the United States, 
although not all of the shipments will come 
into the Port of Baltimore, he explains. •

Warehousing • Information • Transportation 

Integrating Ocean, Rail, Truck, Warehousing,  
People and Information Systems — To Facilitate Your  
Global Temperature Controlled Logistics Needs ...

Experience the M Class of Service 
MLogistics™  •  MVision™ 

Baltimore, MD • Jessup, MD  
Landover, MD • New Castle, DE 

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS: 
501 N. Kresson Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
410-342-9300 • 410-522-1163 Fax 
e-mail: Info@merchantsterminal.com
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Can You Contain Yourself ?

We Can.

6508 East Lombard St., Baltimore, MD 21224 
www.picorpbalt.com

Main Office  (410) 633.7800 
Trailer Division  (410) 633.8120
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AUTOMOBILES

ven for Chrysler LLC, the numbers from 2007 are sure-fire attention getters. The big 
number, of course, is the reported $7.4 billion Cerebus Capital Management, the 
private equity firm, spent buying Chrysler from German automaker Daimler Chrysler. 

But at the Port of Baltimore, the figures most closely watched are those ticking off the flow of 
the giant automaker’s exports and imports through the Port’s busy terminals.
	 That’s not surprising. Chrysler, a company with a global footprint, and the Port have both 
profited from a 35-year-old partnership. So there were smiles all around as 2007 drew to a 
close with Chrysler’s Baltimore vehicle exports on target to top 137,000 units.
	 Putting the record-setting export numbers in sharper perspective, John Griffin, Chrysler’s 
Manager for International Port Operations, says, “Export numbers here in Baltimore almost 
doubled last year — up from about 68,000 in 2006.”
	 An estimated 25,000 Chrysler vehicle imports further swelled Chrysler’s overall Port of 
Baltimore vehicle import/export totals, strengthening the Port’s No. 1 ranking in the nation for 
roll-on/roll-off cargo and No. 2 ranking for automobile exports.
	 Calling the port’s location, with its proximity to the Midwest, “geographically ideal,” 
Griffin notes Chrysler’s relationship with the Port dates to 1973. That’s when the company 
started first importing, growing through the 1980s to include the processing and exporting of 
vehicles, and now ranks as the Port’s leading exporter.

Banner year	

C
hrysler B

eam
ing O

ver R
ecord Exports from

 B
altim

ore in 2007

By Gary Hornbacher
Photography by Kathy Bergren Smith

E

To subscribe or renew, visit www.marylandports.com 	 March/April 2008  ■  The Port of Baltimore  [35] 



[36]  The Port of Baltimore  ■  March/April 2008	 To subscribe or renew, visit www.marylandports.com

	 Today, the majority of the large auto-

maker’s finished imports and exports flow 

through the Port of Baltimore.  About 90 

percent of Chrysler’s vehicles arriving in 

Baltimore for export, says Griffin, come by 

rail from the automaker’s U.S. assembly 

plants (the other 10 percent come in on 

truck) and then undergo comprehensive 

processing provided through Amports to 

ensure the vehicles meet international 

requirements and satisfy the automak-

er’s final quality control checks.

	 It’s been a mutually beneficial rela-

tionship.

	 “We have almost always operat-

ed solely out of Baltimore,” says Grif-

fin, “but our international volume has 

increased so much (during 2007) that 

we have expanded our exporting to a 

second location here in Baltimore. Now 

we are not only operating out of Amp-

orts Atlantic Terminal but also using 

ATC.”

	 Parenthetically, adds Griffin, Chrysler 

uses other ports for exporting to the 

Caribbean, Alaska and Hawaii, as well 

as when other constraints — volume 

or restrictions in ocean carrier or rail 

transport — arise. So, in addition to 

the two locations in Baltimore, Chrysler, 

also shipped out of Brunswick, Ga., and 

Jacksonville, Fla., and began exporting 

vehicles to China from California.

	 “Basically, we view Baltimore as our 

primary shipping location and use the 

other ports as pressure relief valves, so 

to speak, for overflow,” says Griffin.

	 And as the 2007 numbers clearly 

show, Baltimore was still the primary 

beneficiary of the manufacturer’s dra-

matic increase in exports.

	 On the import side, for example, 

2007 saw Chrysler Crossfires coming 

from Germany and PT Cruisers and large 

pick-up trucks being imported from 

Mexico even as exports that included 

almost every Chrysler vehicle sold in 

the United States were headed all over 

the world. Interestingly, a lot of the vehi-

cles shipped internationally are shipped 

with diesel engines — even vehicles not 

offered with that option in the United 

States.

About the Port Directory:

Reserve Your Ad in the 2008 Port of Baltimore Directory Today!  
Advertising Space Deadline: 03/05/2008  
For information, contact Steve Lassiter  

443-909-7828 | steve.lassiter@mediatwo.com

2008 Port of Baltimore Directory
The  Must -Have  Resource  For  Mar i t ime  Indus t r y  Leaders !

I

Includes Shipping Services Guide,  

More than 1,000 Listings and Complete Indexing  

by Company Name & Key Personnel

DIRECTORY 2007

THE PORT OF BALTIMORE’S  
PREMIER HOTEL &  
MEETING FACILITY

@ Closest hotel to Baltimore’s Port
@ 25,000 sq. ft. of meeting & event space 
@ Indoor pool & Fitness Center
@  Tradewinds Restaurant & Lounge 
@ Complimentary Buffet Breakfast
@ Business Center
@ Ample Free Parking
@ Scheduled shuttle to Inner Harbor

Best Western Hotel & 
Conference Center

5625 O’Donnell Street  
Baltimore, MD  21224

For more information
call 410-633-9500 
Or 800-633-9511

baltimore

TOBY’S DINNER THEATRE OF BALTIMORE 
(ON THE MEZZANINE LEVEL)

 January 13 – March 9 . . . . . . .LA CAGE AUX FOLLES 
 March 15 – June 8 . . . . . . . . .WIZARD OF OZ 
 June 19 – August 24 .  . .  . .  . .  .WEST SIDE STORY

CALL 410-649-1660 FOR RESERVATIONS  
OR VISIT WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM
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	 “We build these vehicles for our 

international customers in the same 

assembly plants,” says Griffin. “I think 

there is a great opportunity here in the 

U.S. as consumers become more edu-

cated with respect to diesel engines 

and their opportunities for power and 

improved mileage over gasoline.”

	 Chrysler’s trickle-down economic im-

pact on the Port of Baltimore is huge, says 

Richard Kilbride, Senior Vice President of 

Business Development at Amports, not-

ing that the third-party independent port 

processing company employs about 150 

locally in a multifaceted operation sup-

porting Chrysler and more than a dozen 

other clients.

	 “Transportation companies, local truck-

ing companies, drivers, ancillary parts and 

tools people, all the supplies coming in, 

maintenance and other service providers, 

restaurants — even the sandwich wagons 

— all benefit,” says Kilbride.

	 While Chrysler’s import and export 

numbers may vary depending on the 

overall economy, sales and marketing, 

Griffin says what he sees bodes well 

over the long term for the Maryland Port 

Administration, Chrysler, its business 

partners and its many other local direct 

and indirect service providers.

	 One key reason, says Griffin, is that 

one of five major fundamentals driving 

the “new” Chrysler is to expand growth 

in the international arena. 

	 “We are pleased with our longstanding 

relationships and what we get from Balti-

more,” says Griffin. “The people we deal 

with, the facilities, the logistics. Going for-

ward, we see this as a continuing win-win 

situation for Chrysler and Baltimore.”

	 One specific example Griffin is quick to 

point to is QCHAT, an acronym for MPA’s 

Quality Cargo Handling Action Team.

	 “QCHAT really shows the commitment 

Baltimore has to ensuring products going 

through the Port receive the best quality 

and handling processes and procedures 

possible,” says Griffin. “To my knowledge, 

they are the only port that has a team like 

this in place addressing needs of custom-

ers on a regular basis.” •

K & K
International

Sales of one-way 
shipping containers
Containers
New/used sales 
Rentals
20’ & 40’ chassis

410-574-5550 • 800-714-5550
Fax 410-574-0555

www.kkcontainers.com
7030 Quad Ave, Baltimore, MD 21237

Baltimore Office 
One Charles Center 

16th Floor
100 North Charles Street

Baltimore, MD 21201 
410-659-1300

Fax 410-659-1350 

David W. Skeen, Esq.
410-659-1305

dskeen@wcslaw.com

Stephen F. White, Esq.
410-659-1304

swhite@wcslaw.com

Members
MLA • MTAM • SNAME

Experienced Legal Services for the Maritime Community

• Maritime Debt Collection

• Vessel Financing/Foreclosures

• Vessel Arrest/Attachment

• Towing & Salvage

• Marine Insurance

• Collisions

• Personal Injury/Wrongful Death

• Charter Parties

• Marinas/Repair Yards

• Boat Liens

• Trucking/Warehousing

• Cargo & Freight Claims

• Coast Guard Hearings

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

www.wcslaw.com



visit the baltimore museum of industry at 1415 key highway on the south side of the inner harbor; check out ITs web site at 
www.thebmi.org; or call 410-727-4808. the museum is open tuesday through saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

port view

n 1950, a young reporter from The Baltimore 
Sun made the break into the new medium of 
television. Helen Delich Bentley’s weekly pro-
gram “The Port That Built the City and State,” 

premiered on WMAR-TV, Baltimore’s Channel 2. 
	 The show ran weekly for 15 years and helped 
raise the consciousness of the city about the Port 
of Baltimore and its economic impact. It also 
made Bentley a popular personality. She contin-
ued writing for The Sun and in 1969 was appointed 
by President Richard M. Nixon as the first woman 

to chair the Federal Maritime Administration. 
	 Bentley was later elected to serve four terms 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, beginning 
in 1985. Today, Bentley remains a tireless and 
powerful advocate for the Port of Baltimore. 
	 The Baltimore Museum of Industry is celebrat-
ing Maryland’s first television station in a new ex-
hibit: “Charm City TV: Sixty Years of WMAR.” The 
exhibit features footage from Bentley’s program 
and many other shows, a TV camera, an anchor-
man’s desk and loads of artifacts from Channel 2.  
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3010 Nieman Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21230-2709
410-646-5200
web site: www.overflo.com

TOLL FREE — 1-800-626-0616
BALTIMORE

STORAGE & DISTRIBUTION
We Keep Our Customers’ Customers Happy!

OUR SPECIALTIES

Value Added Services,
Packing, Labels
Ask about our hi-tech
sales plan. Pay only as
your products sell, with a
one-time charge.
Daily Deliveries: Maryland,
Virginia, PA, DEL, NJ
U.S. Customs Bonded,
Container Freight Station,
I.C.C. Transportation Broker.

Best location in the entire
USA — Baltimore, D.C.

On Routes: I-95, I-70,
I-83, I-695. Within
minutes of all piers &
marine terminals.

Quick turnarounds on
Sea Containers.

Over 2,500,000 Sq. Ft. of
storage space,
10 locations.
alarmed/sprinklered.

Family Owned & Operated
The Place For Space

OUR FACILITIES AND SERVICES INCLUDE
• Fire & burglar monitored

• Contract warehousing

• Food grade warehouses

• AIB Certified & monitored

• EDI Communication/XML

• Continuous safety & sanitation

• Pick, pack, labeling & multi-paks

• Computerized inventory control

• U.P.S. & R.P.S. On Line System

• Heavy duty cranes

• 30' high ceilings on one floor

• Fenced-in paved lot 26 acres

• Palletizing, marking & assembly
• Storage of alcohol products

(licensed by State of Maryland
• Flat-rate distribution
• 100 truck & 18 rail doors (12 inside)
• Packaging & crating
• Container striping

• Food Grade Warehouses (AIB Certified)
E-mail: gary@overflo.com

Web site: www.overflo.com
ALL TYPES OF LIFE & EQUIPMENT

EXTRA LARGE ROLL PAPER CLAMPSEST. 1934

STORE YOUR OVERFLOW AT OVERFLO


